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INTERVIEW WITH JOE MARTYNEK 
Tape 2 
Q: You were s a y i n g a f t e r a few y e a r s when you were h e r e , and y o u r w i f e had t o 
have an o p e r a t i o n , a p p e n d i x , you t e l l us about t h i s . You came t o 
A t h a b a s c a t o D o c t o r W r i g h t . 
A: In December, my w i f e had t o have an o p e r a t i o n . I had t o b r i n g her t o 
h o s p i t a l , so I had t o fe e d my h o r s e s and har n e s s them at 2:00 i n the 
n i g h t . 23 m i l e s t o town, t h e r e was no t r a i l , t h e r e was at l e a s t ( f o u r 
f e e t ) ? o f snow, c a n ' t see t h e f e n c e s , snow was so h i g h . 
Q: So h i g h ? 
A: When I got l o s t t hrough t h e bush, i t was no d r i f t but when i t was open, 
you know, t h a t was d r i f t e d so bad, you know ( t h e h o r s e s l e g s would t a n g l e 
w i t h a n o t h e r ? ) c o u l d n ' t make the d r i f t s what I t a n g l e i n and I s t r e n g h t e n 
up and a g a i n a l i t t l e b i t . I get t o town and l i k e she have t o have 
o p e a t i o n t h e next day. I took her t o the h o s p i t a l . I came d r i v i n g t o t h e , 
h o s p i t a l r i g h t i n t h e r e , and I had a nurse come out and t o l d him t h a t she 
had t o have an o p e r a t i o n . F i v e d o l l a r s a d m i s s i o n ; I o n l y had t h r e e . I 
s a i d , " W i l l you charge a d o l l a r a day, or o n l y maybe she be i n t h r e e 
d a y s ? " Never mind, you w i l l pay f i v e d o l l a r s and i f she be i n t h r e e days 
o n l y , t h e n you get two d o l l a r s back. Now, where t o get two d o l l a r s ? 
Q: E x a c t l y . 
A: Where t o get two d o l l a r s ? Anyhow, N i c h o l a s S t o r e , I deal t h e r e most, w e l l 
he l e t me have two d o l l a r s . 
Q: Did he? 
A: I g i v e t h e h o p i t a l f i v e d o l l a r s and I l e a v e her i n t h e h o s p i t a l and came 
back w i t h t h e team. Next day, my nei g h b o u r went t o town. I say you go 
and see my w i f e and see how she i s . So he came l a t e i n the n i g h t because 
23 m i l e s t o town, i t took q u i t e a few hours t o go t h e r e and back. No 
r o a d s . 
Q: No r o a d s . 
A: Very c o l d , and he came l a t e i n the n i g h t , knock on t h e d o o r . He s a i d you 
have t o go r i g h t away tomorrow f o r h e r . Did she have o p e r a t i o n ? I do not 
know, t h a t she j u s t t o l d me t o come r i g h t away f o r h e a r t . So I f i x up the 
s l e i g h t a g a i n and put a l i t t l e o l d e r b l a n k e t s and s h e e t s t o have 
e v e r y t h i n g t h e r e . B i g s t o n e , I heat i t t o keep t h e b l a n k e t s warm. I came 
around d i n n e r t i m e t o the h o p s i t a l and she wasn't d r e s s e d up, I see t h e 
d i n n e r was on t h e p l a t e and she d i d n ' t t o u c h i t and I l o o k at her and 
s a y , a r e you s i c k ? You d i d n ' t have t h e o p e r a t i o n ? She s a i d , I do not need 
an o p e r a t i o n . The d o c t o r s a i d I do not need an o p e r a t i o n . So I have t o 
keep up t h e h o r s e s and g i v e them good r e s t because th e y make such a b i g 
t r i p i n t h e n i g h t and f o u r o ' c l o c k i s dark and s t a r t b l i z z a r d . We can not 
o b s o l u t e l y s t a y h e r e , what are we g o i n g t o do? No, I have t o go, I have 
t o go, doesn't m a t t e r we have t o go. So we had t o l e a v e , f i r s t s i x o r 
seven m i l e s , not so bad, the f a r t h e r we g o i n g , the worst i n the b l i z z a r d . 
I make about s i x t e e n m i l e s , t h e r e a r e no homes. N o t h i n g , and t h e 
bl i z z a r d , you know. 
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I was s t u c k i n t h e bush, you know, i t was not so much, no d r i f t . I s a i d 
Mary, I can make f a r t h e r , my f i n g e r s were f r o z e n s o l i d , I c o u l d not l i g h t 
a match. 
Q: D i d you have matches w i t h you? 
A: I had t h e matches. 
Q: Were you a smoker? 
A: Yes, i had t h e matches. My f i n g e r s were so f r o z e n , I c o u l d not l i g h t the 
match. E v e r y t i m e I t r y , the match would b r e a k , i m p o s s i b l e . So have t o go 
f a r t h e r . Week i n the h o s p i t a l , maybe no. So I took one s t i c k broke on 
him, and broke a n o t h e r one and so on and t r i e d t o p u s h i n g , because I new 
when he i s g o i n g t o s t o p , we a r e dead. There was no p l a c e f a r away you 
c o u l d s e e , nobody, n o t h i n g . So I d r i v e t o t h e house, horse l a y down i n 
t h e snow, r i g h t by t h e d o o r . R e a l l y good t h i n g because t h e r e was l i g h t s 
i n t h e house and makes me k i n d o f happy. M i s s e d t h e c h i l d r e n , here comes 
young woman, t e a c h e r , t e a c h i n g our school and she t a k e c a r e o f the 
c h i l d r e n . She made th e t e a a l r e a d y and unhooked t h e h o r s e s , e v e r y t h i n g 
and supper i s ready and w a i t i n g . Had the woman i n t h e b a t h and e v e r y t h i n g 
was done and I was so g l a d . 
Q: Who i s t h e t e a c h e r ? Mrs. Oay? 
A: Mrs. Day. 
Q: Mrs. CI oe Day? 
A: Yes, so next day. 
Q: So where were y o u r c h i l d r e n ? Was C h a r l i e born then? 
A: C h a r l i e was born t h e n . 
Q: So where were t h e c h i l d r e n ? 
A: They were a t home, Mrs. Gora was l o o k i n g a f t e r them d u r i n g the day and 
then i n t h e e v e n i n g , Mrs. Day came. 
Q: You came t o her t e a c h e r a g e o r her house. Where was Mrs. Day l i v i n g ? 
A: She had t e a c h e r a g e by t h e Richmond Park School . I b u i l t t he school and 
B i l 1 M a r t i n , t o o . 
Q: You d i d b u i l t t h e school ? 
A: Yes, I d i d b u i l t t h e school . So i n the mo r n i n g , she t r y t o get up and she 
f e l 1 on t h e f l o o r . 
Q: Mrs. Day d i d ? 
A: No, my w i f e d i d . 
Q Oh d e a r . 
P a l e l i k e w h i t e , l i k e a g h o s t . What can we do now? I c o u l d t a k e h e r , 
went t o t h e b a r n , one h o r s e was dead. 
Q: He d i e d ? 
A: He d i e d , y e s . He c o u l d n ' t make t h e t r i p , i t was j u s t t oo much. I t was 
l i k e b i g l o g , t h a t he s t i l l t a n g l e t h r o u g h the snow. 
Q: You were l u c k y you made i t . So y o u r w i f e i s now s i c k a g a i n ? 
A: I c o u l d n ' t do n o t h i n g . Next day she was a l i t t l e b e t t e r , and the next 
s t i l l a l i t t l e b i t b e t t e r . The one horse get c o l d , and I had t o always 
c u r e , Or. Bel I . I l o o k i n t h e b o t t l e , t h e r e was s t a n d i n g b o t t l e , you 
know, and I thought and I l o o k i n g t h e r e i s a l i t t l e b i t l e s s . I say t o my 
w i f e , d i d you use the Dr. B e l l . What's wrong, Mr. Budnar comes and uses 
i t because he i s always s i c k . Dr. B e l l i s a c t u a l l y f o r h o r s e s . F i f t e e n 
d r o p s f o r a h o r s e i s enough. 
Q: How many d r o p s d i d y o u r w i f e t a k e ? 
A: I do not know, she s a i d she o n l y took two or t h r e e d r o p s o f Dr. B e l l . Mr. 
Budnar was t a k i n g i t , o n l y t h r e e d r o p s . 
Q: Where d i d you get t h a t Dr. B e l l m e d i c i n e ? Was t h e r e t r a v e l l i n g salesmen 
then? You got i t i n town, then? 
A: In town, i n t h e drug s t o r e . When you have the horses t h e n , e v e r y f a r m e r 
had t o have the Dr. B e l l . Su r e , some o f the ho r s e s get s i c k e r than some 
of the o t h e r h o r s e s . 
Q: So t h a t was t h e l a s t you heard o f the appendix? 
A: Yes, t h e r e was a n o t h e r women who had t r o u b l e w i t h her appendix and cu r e d 
h e r s e l f w i t h Dr. B e l l . That was next t o John B y r t u s . I f o r g o t her name. 
Q: You mentioned Budnars, so Budnars were t h e r e t h e n . 
A: Budnars was t h e r e and he used Dr. B e l l . 
Q: Then B i l i d a wasn't t h e r e y e t ? 
A: No, no. 
Q: Not y e t . He came l a t e r . Okay, so when d i d you, w e l l you had a horse you 
s a i d t h a t t h i s was a few y e a r s a f t e r t h a t y o u r w i f e got s i c k . But l e t s go 
back a l i t t l e b i t when you got the farm, you bought t h e a n i m a l s , you 
bought some cows and ho r s e s l a t e r on. 
A: Yes, I had a h e i f e r , t h a t ' s a l l I had. I went and bought a cow i n town 
from t h e b u t c h e r Hess, a german f e l l o w . He was always b u t c h e r i n g t h e s e 
cows f o r meat. I came t o him and I ask him i f he has any m i l k cows. I 
had two cows but no good f o r me. I have J e r s e y s f o r m i l k i n g cows, come 
w i t h me and I show y o u . My w i f e she i s u s i n g h e r . You come w i t h and I 
t a l k n i c e t o her and maybe she w i l l s e l l you the cow. I t o l d her I need 
the cow because I l o s t a l l o f mine. He l e t me have t h e cow f o r $35. 
Q: $35 i s q u i t e a b i t . That i s q u i t e a b i t at t h a t t i m e . You had t o work 
o v e r a month t o get t h a t money? 
A: That was cheap. When the i m m i g r a t i o n people came i n , the p r i c e o f the cow 
went up t o $100 per cow. I was j u s t l u c k y . 
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A: Yes, t h e r e was a b i g wave o f i m m i g r a t i o n o f t h e U k r a i n a i n s i n l a t e r 
f o r t i e s . 
A: I had a homestead i n Richmond P a r k . 
Q: Yes, i n Richmond P a r k . 
A: They have been p a y i n g $100 f o r a cow. 
Q: I guess where t h e r e was a n e c e s s i t y o r need f o r them, the p r i c e went up. 
They must have brought some money back from U k r a i n a i n w i t h them. 
A: Those p e o p l e not so bad as I because I had o n l y had $20 d o l l a r s when I 
bought t h e f a r m . They came w i t h t h e i r f a m i l y , they brought l o t s o f 
c l o t h w i t h them. Homemade. You know, and a l l k i n d s o f t o o l s , e v e r y t h i n g . 
Everyone had t o have $500 i n here i n t h e bank. 
Q: That much a t the t i m e . 
A: Mr. Shal apy had over $2000 i n t h e bank. 
Q: R e a l l y ! 
A: I t was b i g money a t t h a t t i m e . F o r $2000, he c o u l d have ready made, n i c e 
b u i l d i n g s , and farm p a i d f o r . 
Q: Where d i d you buy y o u r h o r s e s ? 
A: Horses where I bought. Wei 1 , I went because I had no money t o buy h o r s e s , 
so I went t o a b i g farmer because everyone had l o t s o f h o r s e s . Maybe 
o l d e r h o r s e s , I can work up. I went from one farmer t o a n o t h e r f a r m e r , 
Hot l i k e a d i k k e r , nobody needs men. Nobody, they got t h e i r own men. 
Q: So you wanted t o work so t h a t you c o u l d buy the h o r s e s . Around the 
M o r i n v i l l e d i s t r i c t , d i d you say? 
A: Yes, the M o r i n v i l l e a r e a , from A t h a b a s c a , I work and go back t o check t h e 
farm. I came t o M o r i n v i l l e , I t a k e the t r a i n . I was one n i g h t i n s i n g l e 
room. I had a room and i n t h e morning, I went, ( I heard t h e y had a b i g 
c r o p i n C a l g a r y ? ) So, I met (Tom B u r y ) ? ? I d i d n ' t know him t h a t w e l l , I 
j u s t meet him t w i c e some y e a r s ago, bought a farm t h e r e . He was a n i c e 
guy and I t o l d him I was l o o k i n g f o r a j o b . He s a i d so many people 
w a i t i n g f o r a j o b , i t i s j u s t i m p o s s i b l e . Tommorrow horse s a l e , he s a i d , 
n o t h i n g t o do. I went t o l o o k at t h e s a l e . So, they o n l y had one t r u c k 
of h o r s e s l e f t , so I went and t o l d him t h a t I got no money. He s a i d maybe 
you buy, t h e r e i s a 1 ot o f h o r s e s , around 100. They were p r e t t y cheap. 
There was one h o r s e , I want t o buy i t , I need a h o r s e . I need two h o r s e s . 
That was what I l o o k i n g f o r i n the f i r s t p l a c e . I t a k e two h o r s e s and I 
s a y , how am I g o i n g t o pay you back? Got no c r o p . I got no p r o s p e c t . 
When I make a few d o l l a r , I got f a m i l y , p r e t t y h a r d . No money. I s a i d , I 
need a house. He s a i d , " I t e l l you when you b u i l d y o u r house, then we 
square up. So I bought one h o r s e , n i c e h o r s e . 
How much d i d Mr. Bury charge you f o r t h e h o r s e ? 
$31, t h e h o r s e . There was one grey mare, same s i z e , as the o t h e r h o r s e . 
The mare s o l d l a s t . I t was n i c e r than the o t h e r h o r s e s . $65 f o r the 
mare. 
Oh d e a r , Mr. Bury was w i l l i n g t o pay f o r i t . ? 
He make me buy i t . We have t o d e c i d e , so no one c o u l d see i t . Because 
everyone would l i s t e n t o our b u s i n e s s , so we went t o the s i d e so no one 
c o u l d hear u s . I had t o g i v e him $95 and I p a i d him f o r the h o r s e s . We 
put them i n t h e b a r n . The f e l l o w was w a t c h i n g us, a f t e r we came o u t , he 
s a y s , "Where you gonna l e a v e the h o r s e s ? " I s a y s , I am g o i n g t o 
A t h a b a s c a . A t h a b a s c a , t h i s f e l l o w bought one b l a c k mare. Who are t h o s e , 
you l i v e i n A t h a b a s c a , s u r e I do, a c r o s s t h e r i v e r . Oh a c r o s s t h e r i v e r , 
how f a r t h e r e ? How can I t e l l you i f you d i d n ' t see t h e c o u n t r y . He 
s a i d , I got homestead t h e r e . Then we s t a r t e d t a l k i n g about t h e homestead, 
I had a q u a r t e r here and he had one on the c o r n e r next t o me. I d i d n ' t 
even know. 
An who was he? 
(Hoi o g na).??? 
Hologna, I haven't heard t h i s name b e f o r e . 
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Schwaga took h i s w i f e . 
So t h a t i s a n o t h e r whole s t o r y . How 1 ong d i d he l i v e i n Richmond P a r k , 
t h a t Hoi ogna? 
He had a homestead. H i s w i f e was i n i m m i g r a t i o n h a l l , c a n ' t get t o 
A t h a b a s c a . He f i l e d f o r homestead and came back. He bought one horse at 
t h e s a l e . H i s w i f e was w a i t i n g i n i m m i g r a t i o n h a l l i n Edmonton. So then 
he t o l d me, we are g o i n g t o get h a r n e s s e s and wagon, second hand and we 
back t o g e t h e r . I c a n ' t spend no more money, not enough a n i c k e l , c a n ' t 
spend not even one d o l l a r . I buy the h a r n e s s e s and the wagon. I went and 
f i n d good wagon. I spend $35 f o r a good wagon. So i n t h e morning when I 
we woke up t h e team. 
So how d i d the h a r n e s s c o s t t h e n . 
Second hand h a r n e s s , I do not know how much he p a i d f o r i t . We went t o 
h a r n e s s t h e h o r s e s , and he wasn't as smart as me any how. Because he 
wanted h i s b l a c k mare w i t h my b l a c k h o r s e , you know. I wanted my team 
t o g e t h e r and n o t h i n g el s e . 
You wanted y o u r team, y e s . 
A: In t h e m o r n i n g , the s t a b l e boss t o l d him. He s a i d , " I see you haven't 
worked w i t h h o r s e s b e f o r e . " (He s a i d we would l e a d them w i t h a rope and 
not use a h a r n e s s ) ? ? ? T i e them w i t h a rope, make him drunk. 
Q: T r a n q u i l i z e d him? 
A: You p i c k mine h o r s e s , q u i e t , I gu a r a n t e e you t h i s . I t r a d e y o u . P i c k up 
y o u r h o r s e . I g u a r a n t e e . Smart guys, I'm j u s t p u l l i n g . There was a 
bunch o f men, t h e y h e l p t o hook them, and hook t h e wagon. A l l t h e l i n e s 
s i t i n t h e box. I took a l o o k t o t h e s t r e e t s , s i d e w a l k s . 
Q: They were r u n n i n g l i k e c r a z y , were t h e y ? 
A: Gee, the y took o f f and you c o u l d h a r d l y see t h e t r u c k o r c a r parked on the 
s t r e e t . C o u l d t h i n g t h e r e was no t r u c k o r c a r on t h e s t r e e t because they 
would have run them o v e r . 
Q: R a i s i n g t h r o u g h t h e s t r e e t s . 
A: When the y s t a r t me, I r a i s e hand, j u s t t e r r i b l e . The ho r s e s d i d n ' t know , 
Engl i s h , t h e y were g o i n g 1 i k e t h e d i k k e n s . 
Q: They j u s t c o u l d n ' t s t o p . 
A: We were a l r e a d y about 10 m i l e s from town, on t h e g r a v e l r o a d , t he road was 
b r e a k i n g s t o n e s , c r a c k e d . The h o r s e s go i n the d i t c h and stopped and 
wouldn't go any f u r t h e r . They would not go on t h e highway. 
Q: The s t o n e s would b o t h e r t h e i r f e e t , s u r e . 
A: So we had t o d r i v e i n t h e d i t c h . 
Q: But you f i n a l l y got home, t h e t h r e e o f you. The e x t r a h o r s e must have 
been t i e d up t o t h e back o f t h e wagon. Because you had t h e team and t h e 
e x t r a h o r s e . 
A: Yes, t h e o t h e r h o r s e was t i e d up t o t h e back o f the wagon. 
Q: So where i s t h a t grey horse t h a t was so w i l d ? 
A: So I had t o t r a d e i t , so I t r a d e d w i t h John B y r t u s . 
Q: I know you can get a w i l d h o r s e l i k e t h a t , once i n a w h i l e . I remember my 
Oad had a w i l d b ronco from a range and he was t e r r i b l e . 
So you got home, and I was g o i n g t o ask you, when you l e f t Mrs. Martynek, 
M i l l i e , and C h a r l i e , t h e two c h i l d r e n , what d i d they have t o eat t h e r e 
when you l e f t them t o go t o Edmonton or l o o k f o r work? What would you buy 
f o r g r o c e r i e s ? 
A: For g r o c e r i e s , I bought a sack o f f l o u r , m o s t l y i t would be a meal . I 
would t a k e t h e g r a i n i n a candy s a c k , 75 pounds. They make the f l o u r 
r i g h t away. I f you b r i n g n i c e wheat, then you do not have t o w a i t v e r y 
l o n g f o r i t t o be ready. I got the f l o u r , p o r r i d g e ( c o a r s e r then f l o u r ) . 
I t was cream o f wheat. 
Q: A f t e r you get f l o u r , what e l s e would you buy a t the s t o r e ? 
A: Buy l a r d , bunch o f l a r d and s u g a r , c o f f e e . 
Q: M o s t l y b a s i c t h i n g s . What d i d t h e c h i l d r e n e a t when they were l i t t l e ? 
What e v e r you a t e . 
A: What d i d t h e c h i l ren e a t ? When a baby, my w i f e would t a k e a b i t o f b u t t e r 
and cream o f wheat, bake i n the b u t t e r w i t h sugar i n i t , and the l i t t l e 
mouths would e a t t h a t l i k e t h e d i k k e n s . They r e a l l y l o v e d i t . They grow 
and a r e h e a l t h y . They never been t o the d o c t o r . Not l i k e now. 
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Q: Oid you ev e r buy any f r u i t i n town? 
A: No f r u i t , once i n a w h i l e when I came t o town, I would buy a box o f 
a p p l e s . My w i f e would p i c k t h e w i l d b e r r i e s i n the summer. 
Q: That's t r u e , you would p i c k t he w i l d b e r r i e s i n the summer. Your w i f e 
p r o b a b l y canned b l u e b e r r i e s , s t r a w b e r r i e s ? 
A: No, we d i d n ' t can because t h e r e was no money t o buy j a r s . 
Q: So what d i d you do w i t h the f r u i t ? D id you d r y them. How would you j u s t 
eat as you p i c k them, j u s t f o r t h e summer. You d i d n ' t have any f o r t h e 
w i n t e r t i m e . 
A: No, no we j u s t a t e them i n the summer t i m e . V e g e t a b l e s . 
Q: You would grow a garden? 
A: Garden would grow good. 
Q: Good garden? 
A: Yes, t h e garden would grow good. 
Q: D i d you p i c k mushrooms? 
A: Oh y e s , we p i c k mushrooms. 
Q: D i d you d r y them? 
A: We d r y 1 o t s o f them. 
Q: That's what I t h o u g h t . Make soup out of them. 
A: L o t s o f red t o p s , and we would make soup out of them. 
Q: Orange t o p s , t h e y were good, t h e r e was a 1 ot o f them. Do you want t o ask 
any q u e s t i o n s , Johnny. 
A: No, you a r e d o i n g f i n e . 
Q: Well , so you had a c o u p l e o f h o r s e s , team o f h o r s e s , cows. Did you have 
any p i g s ? 
A: I bought two p i g s . 
Q: Where from? 
A: From M a r t i n H i n e . 
Q: The German f e l l o w from t h e c o r n e r t h e r e . 
A: Yes. 
Q: What would you have p a i d ? 
A: $5. 
Q: When d i d you buy t h e f i r s t p i g s ? What y e a r ? 
A: The f i r s t p i g I bought from John B y r t u s . I pay at t h a t t i m e $25 f o r 
d r e s s e d meat. Then l a t e r I bought t h e p i g , and I bought two. I bought 
from M a r t i n H i n e s . 
Q: How d i d you keep y o u r p o r k ? When you bought the pork? 
A: Po r k ? In t h e smoke house, I smoke t h e meat. Stay a l l summer, and t h e f l y 
doesn't go on t h e smoke meat. 
Q: You b u i l t y o u r own smoke house? 
A: Yes, y e s . 
Q: How l o n g would you have t o smoke t h e pork? 
A: Well , t h e way we d i d i t was such a l o n g time ago. 
Q: Maybe a week? 
A: I make a t r o u g h and the b u t c h e r , l i k e t h e ham, I put the c o a r s e s a l t , I 
s t i c k r i g h t i n the bone, rub a l l around i f not t h e meat would s p o i l . Then 
I c u t t h e g a r l i c , you know, i n a cup o f w a t e r , soak i t good, and then I 
s a l t t h e meat. In t h e t r o u g h , I throw p i e c e a f t e r p i e c e i n t h e t r o u g h , 
s a l t i t and s p r i n k l e w i t h g a r l i c s a u c e . 
Q: Sounds good, doesn't i t ? 
A: Yes, a l l t h e s a l t goes down and you have t o t u r n o v e r i n the b r i n e . Take 
and put i n a cool p l a c e . No l i g h t . Then you hang i n the smoke house. 
Smoke i t f o r t h r e e d a y s . 
Q: Three days? 
A: The meat, the ham, you never eat l i k e t h a t . You know, you don't have t o 
cook i t a t a l l t o eat i t . I t n i c e r , such a n i c e meat. I smoke 
e v e r y t h i n g , bacon and a l l t h e meat. I heat t h e meat and when g e t s s o f t , 
t h e smoke meat r e a l l y t a s t e s good. 
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Q: D i d you have c h i c k e n s as wel I ? 
A: Oh y e s . I bought f i r s t c h i c k e n from Mrs. Bodnar, I pay s i x r o a s t e r 
c h i c k e n , I pay $7. 
Q: Were t h e y b i g c h i c k e n s o r baby c h i c k s . ? 
A: No, no, l a y i n g c h i c k e n s , t h e y were l a y i n g e v e r y day. 
Q: That was q u i t e a b i t . They would l a y e v e r y day. That was good, you had 
y o u r own eggs, own m i l k , d i d y o u r w i f e make b u t t e r ? 
A: Oh y e s . 
0: Did you make y o u r own b u t t e r m i l k ? 
A: B u t t e r m i l k , s u r e d i d l i k e i t and we made our own. 
Q: Where d i d you keep y o u r b u t t e r m i l k , i n the w e l l ? 
A: In t h e wel I , on t h e r o p e s . 
Q: Oid you l a t e r on, I suppose you must have had a l a r g e r herd o f c a t t l e , d i d 
you s h i p any m i l k o r eggs, cream t o town or n o t ? 
A: Yes, when I had more, l o n g t i m e ago. F o r eggs, you would get t h r e e c e n t s 
a dozen. 
Q: Was t h i s i n t h e 1930's? 
A: Yes. You d i d n ' t get the cash e i t h e r . You had t o t a k e g r o c e r i e s i n s t e a d . 
B u t t e r was seven c e n t s a pound. I had two s t e e r s , and I feed a l l w i n t e r 
i n t h e b a r n . Have t o c a r r y water f o r them because o u t s i d e was so c o l d , 
s t a n d i n g i n t h e b a r n , so c o l d and they wouldn't d r i n k i t . In t h e s p r i n g , 
I s h i p one s t e e r , t h e b i g g e r one, about 1100 pound and I get $2.45 f o r i t . 
Q: What y e a r was t h a t , Oad? 
A: In t h e t h i r t i e s . The o t h e r s t e e r , I asked n e i g h b o u r s i f they wanted i t 
f o r meat and nobody wanted i t . So I put him i n the bush, I k i l l him and 
burned him. The same t i m e , i n Edmonton, people were d y i n g , I t e l l y o u . 
They had soup k i t c h e n s because i t was t h e d e p r e s s i o n . J u s t here t h e y 
would not g i v e f a r m e r s a l i t t l e b i t o f money t o feed t h o s e p e o p l e . 
0: Nobody would do t h a t . I s n ' t t h a t a shame. 
A: John ( C h u d y k ) ? ? ? He s e n t f i v e head o f c a t t l e . He get $1.85 t o pay f o r t h e 
f r e i g h t . T hat's t h e t r u t h . 
Q: I have heard t h a t s t o r y b e f o r e . I have heard t h a t the f a r m e r s i n t h e 
t h i r t i e s s h i p p i n g c a t t l e and t h e y had t o end up w i t h n o t h i n g a f t e r p a y i n g 
f o r the s h i p p i n g . 
A: Mike (Gal val o g u e ) ? ? ? bought a n i c e cow f o r $5. A m i l k i n g cow. 
Q: My goodness. Times were t o u g h . The p e ople out i n t h e c o u n t r y , on t h e 
farms were b e t t e r o f f than t h e p e o p l e i n t h e c i t i e s . 
A: Yes, a l o t b e t t e r o f f . 
Q: So now we a r e g o i n g t o go back h e r e . Your c h i l d r e n have grown up, and 
need t o go t o school . 
A: There was no school . 
Q: So t h e r e was no school . 
Q: We w i l l t a l k about the m a c h i n e r y , t o o . We must 90 back. But l e t me ask 
you about the school . What y e a r was t h e Richmond Park School b u i l t ? Do 
you remember? We can l o o k t he d a t e up s i n c e you can not remember. Was 
Mrs. Day t h e n , t he f i r s t t e a c h e r ? 
A: No, t h e r e was a P o l i s h t e a c h e r , was i n C h a r l i e Gora's shack. 
Q: Wasn't t h a t t he f i r s t school , a t C h a r l i e Gora's p l a c e ? That was the v e r y 
f i r s t p l a c e t h e k i d s went t o school , wasn't i t ? 
A: Yes, t h a t was t h e f i r s t p l a c e . There was an o l d , a l l a l o n e . There was 
o n l y two boys of C h a r l i e ' s . One was e i g h t e e n and one was s i x t e e n . There 
wasn't t h a t many s t u d e n t s . He was under p e n s i o n , maybe h e l p i n g t h e 
school . He was f u l l t i m e t e a c h e r and then Mrs. Day. 
Q: You say t h a t you h e l p e d b u i l d t h e s c h o o l ? 
A: I b u i l t i t . 
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0: How many men were b u i l d i n g t h a t school ? 
A: I took c o n t r a c t , m y s e l f t o b u i l d t he school . I b r i n g i n the l o g s and I 
b u i l d i t . 1 c o n t r a c t t o b u i l d the school f o r $42. I had t o have a 
hel p e r . 
Q: Then you had t o pay the hel per? 
A: The h e l p e r , I had t o pay him $2 a day. I t were l o n g days. I t was good 
t h a t I was had Mr. ( D o l l a n ) ? ? ? He was a good, s t r o n g man and he knew how 
to h a n d le t h e work. Y e t , t h e r e was the r a f t e r s , t h e y had t o s q u a r e , 
around t h e c o r n e r s i s h a r d . L o t s o f work. 
Q: You d i d n ' t have many t o o l s , e i t h e r ? 
A: Oh no. 
Q: How l o n g d i d i t t a k e you t o b u i l d i t ? 
A: About a month. 
Q: The two o f you? 
A: Yes. The c e i l i n g was the s h i p l a p and the f l o o r was j u s t t he s h i p l a p . 
B u i l d i n t h e r o c k s . I p a i d the man $24. B e s i d e s how much I d i d m y s e l f . 
Because I h i r e because I need t h e h e l p . So I had t o send t h e c h i l d r e n t o 
school . 
Q: So you d i d and you were a c a r p e n t e r . 
A: And t h a t was c l o s e t o home. When t h e school was b u i l t , t he g i r l was 
a l r e a d y s i x y e a r s o l d , i t was a f t e r f i v e y e a r s when my w i f e come. That 
was i n 1930 and 1931. 
Q: She was ready t o s t a r t s c h o o l ? 
A: She was i n f o r t h g r a d e . I make t h e s h a v i n g s and i n t h e morning she had t o 
go and make the f i r e . John B y r t u s made a s t o v e out of a gas b a r r e l . She 
came and s t a r t e d t h e f i r e w i t h t h e s h a v i n g s . We had t o c l o s e i t one 
ni g h t . 
0: She was o n l y s i x y e a r s o l d ? 
A: Yes, she had t o s t a r t i t a l l by h e r s e l f . Other c h i l d r e n came t o t h e 
school because the school was c l o s e f o r e v e r y o n e . 
Q: I t was c l o s e . Mrs. Day had a t e a c h e r a g e at the school . 
A: She had a t e a c h e r a y e by t h e school and we had t o pay $60 a month. She 
used $30 f o r f o o d . We used t o g i v e her cream, cheese, meat, eggs, and 
e v e r y t h i n g , and she c o u l d n ' t e a t so much so she had a g r e a t b i g dog, he 
was h e l p i n g h e r . When you l o o k back, and you get o l d l i k e me, when you 
see what you went t h r o u g h , a l l t h e people you used t o know. When you l o o k 
now, t h e p e o p l e are so s p o i l e d . You get nervous when you see t h i s . 
Q: I t makes you angry. 
A: When you l o o k a t the T.V., e v e r y has changed. 
Q: I quess s o . Your r i g h t . 
A: We b u i l t t h i s c o u n t r y . With our own hands. We make f i e l d s . We g i v e our 
c h i l d r e n , now what they do? I t e l l you the w o r s t t h i n g i s the U n i o n . 
Q: The U n i o n , you t h i n k so? 
A: Yes, t h e union i s t h e w o r s t , they don't c a r e f o r n o t h i n g . 
Q: J u s t h i g h wages? 
A: J u s t h i g h wages. When the b i g s t r i c t w i t h the n u r s e s , t h e government 
a s k i n g them, what f o r you s t r i c t . Because I want more money. You c o u l d 
make a good l i v i n g on what you were g e t t i n g . Yes, p r e t t y good but we want 
more. Same as the post o f f i c e . 
Q: Everyday t h e r e i s a s t r i c t . 
A: They don't c a r e how much the company goes b r o k e . 
Q: J u s t f o r themsel ves? 
A: J u s t c a r e f o r t h e money. 
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Q: Your r i g h t , y o u r r i g h t . Okay, t h e l a s t s e t of q u e s t i o n s I missed was 
about y o u r farm m a c h i n e r y . You have t o t e l l us about where you got y o u r 
m a c h i n e r y , and where you had s t a r t e d ? We w i l l l e t you have a b r e a k , Mr. 
Martynek. You had what? 
A: A team of h o r s e s . F i r s t t h i n g I bought f o r m y s e l f f o r $5 was a w a l k i n g 
pi ow. 
Q: A w a l k i n g plow, okay. 
A: Next, I bought t h r e e harrows f o r m y s e l f f o r $15. Then I have been p l o w i n g 
w i t h t h e w a l k i n g plow and then I got a small d i s k and I don't know how 
much I pay f o r i t . I plow w i t h t h i s plow f o r s i x t e e n y e a r s , w a l k i n g plow. 
Q: My goodness. C o u l d you buy machinery i n Athabasca at t h a t t i m e ? 
A: Oh y e s , t h e y were h e r e . The s t o r e keepers would t a k e the secondhand 
m a c h i n e r y . Some o f them. 
Q: Was Frank F a l c o n e r here? 
A: Oh y e s . 
Q: He was s e l l i n g m a c h i n e r y , wasn't he? Hardware s t o r e . 
A: He had Hardware S t o r e . Not m a c h i n e r y . He had e v e r y t h i n g and I bought 
s t u f f from him a l l t h e t i m e . 
Q: You deal t w i t h him? 
A: Y e t , f i r s t t h i n g , b e f o r e I bought m a c h i n e r y . I r e n t e d i t f i r s t . 
Q: Oh, you r e n t e d i t f i r s t ? 
A: For twenty a c r e s . There and back. For summerfel Iow, I pay, f o r d i s k and 
h a r r o w i n g and i n t h e s p r i n g I put my own seed, and he seeded e v e r y t h i n g 
f o r me. In t h e f a l l .(TAPE BLANK AT THIS POINT). 
A: So I went t o G o r a ' s . He s a i d my h o r s e s a r e ? ? ? and he s a i d p r e t t y soon, i t 
i s g o i n g t o r a i n and tomorrow g o i n g t o be snow. I d i d n ' t want t o b e l e i v e 
t h a t . I s a i d make a c o u p l e of rounds, maybe have some g r a i n a t l e a s t f o r 
f l o u r . So he s e n t Johnny t o get the h o r s e s and he had the b i n d e r under 
t h e shed and I had t o h e l p him w i t h t h e b i n d e r , i t was a s i x f o o t b i n d e r . 
Q: S i x f o o t b i n d e r ? 
A: So we put e v e r y t h i n g t o g e t h e r and he make one round, second round, s t a r t s 
t o d r i z z l i n g . He make one round and t h e r e would be s i x b u n d l e s , he was 
j u s t t y i n g them on the t o p . S i x bundles was one s t o o k . I t was r a i n i n g 
and we were g e t t i n g wet so he had t o s t o p . In the morning when I got up, 
you c o u l d not see n o t h i n g . I t was snowing. 
Q. Snow, i s n ' t t h a t s o m e t h i n g . 
A: Wet snow. 
Q: What time o f y e a r was t h a t ? Was i t September o r when was i t a l r e a d y ? 
A: I c a n ' t t e l l y o u . Same as now. 
Q: Was i t an e a r l y snow f a l l , Dad. Was i t an e a r l i e r y e a r than normal? When 
d i d i t t a k e pi ace? 
A: When th e snow came down i t was s t i l l v e r y wet, t h e whole t i m e they 
knew???? When I needed t h e h e l p , he s a i d , I am g o i n g t o t r y . He h i n d e r e d 
one way but was v e r y wet. Then nobody wanted t o t h r e s h i t . I t c o u l d be 
s t o n e s i n i t because t h e b i n d e r was so c l o s e t o t h e ground. Anyway i t was 
a l i t t l e b i t r e c k e d and I f o r g e t how much I owe him. E x a c t l y a f t e r I 
f i g u r e how much I pay f o r summerfel 1 ow, s e e d i n g and e v e r y t h i n g , I l o s e 
$222, e x a c t l y . Now t o make $222 at t h a t t i m e , you were l u c k y i f you got 
some work some p l a c e f o r a $1 a day. 
Q: Who d i d t h e t h r e s h i n g i n t h o s e days? Who had t h r e s h i n g machines i n t h o s e 
days? 
A: Wei I , John B y r t u s . 
0: Oh, he d i d ? 
A: No, i t was Mike B y r t u s who had t h e f i r s t t h r e s h i n g machine. 
Q: The f i r s t one a c r o s s t h e r i v e r . 
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A: Mike B y r t u s . We had t o r e n t i t and t h a t would be good. A l l l o f what was 
t h e r e , you know and we went we a l l t h e h o r s e s , w i t h b l o c k s , we c o v e r w i t h 
the d i r t when th e t h r e s h i n g machine was s t u c k , and a f t e r t h e y comes and 
l o o k s at t h e t h r e s h i n g machine and thought t h a t he c o u l d make i t so he 
s t i l l t o r e out t h e t r a n s m i s s i o n . I t was awful . 
Q: L o t s of p r o b l e m s . T e r r i b l e . 
A: I t was i m p o s s i b l e . Then we had t o s t o o k . We had t o put i t i n t h e s t a c k . 
Q: D i d you t h r e s h i t t h a t f a l l o r d i d you w a i t t i l l t h e s p r i n g ? 
A: Oh no, we do i t i n the f a l l . 
Q: Sometimes i f i t was an e a r l y w i n t e r , the f a r m e r s had t o t h r e s h next 
s p r i ng. 
A: No, we d i d i t . 
Q: So i t was very tough t h o s e f i r s t few y e a r s ? 
A: V e r y , v e r y t o u g h . 
Q: I'm s u r p r i s e d t h a t you d i d n ' t g i v e up and go back home t o P o l l and? You 
coul dn' t . 
A: When I wr o t e t o my w i f e , what was happening. She wrote me back and her 
f a t h e r t o l d h e r , he gonna send the money t o come back and they were 
r u n n i n g a b i g h o s p i t a l , s e e , my w i f e , s i x months, when I come back, I can 
get my j o b back. 
Q: Wel 1 . 
A: That's a one t h i n g I want t o do because come t o Canada. P i c k up bunch o f 
g o l d and b r i n g t o home. And y e t may be be d i f f e r e n c e . W i f e's f a t h e r s 
money back. 
Q: That was no good. You had t o o much p r i d e . 
A: Yes. 
Q: T h a t ' s t h e t r o u b l e. 
Q: How l o n g d i d you l i v e i n y o u r f i r s t house? The house t h a t was t h e r e when 
you bought t h e p l a c e . ? 
A: In Richmond P a r k ? 
Q: Yes. 
A: I 1 i v e d t h e r e t i l l 1944. 
Q: In t h e same house. The f i r s t house t h a t you bought from Paul K a v a l o k , the one 
wi t h t h e si ap f l o o r s . 
